 Hello Friend!

Can you believe it is almost summer? I know it is because I have yet again joined the Triathlon team for The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS), and summer is when we begin training for the Pacific Grove Triathlon and raising money for life-saving cancer research. I will be training to swim .93 miles, cycle 24.8 miles and run 6.2 miles, all in ONE morning! It is my hope to also raise $13,000 this summer to help find a cure. 

What can I say to my wonderful friends who have been so generous in the past as I again ask for your generous donation? I have been wondering how on earth can I ask you again for your financial support? I don’t have a brilliant answer to this question. All I can say is that your past support has been so greatly appreciated and I am thankful that you have been so generous. Thank you for believing in me and for your contributions to help find cures and improve the lives of patients and their families. Leukemia is the number one cancer killer of children and strikes 10 times as many adults.

If you have contributed in the past, you have made a difference in someone’s life. Research changes the outlook for patients. From 1960 to today, the five-year survival rate for acute lymphocytic leukemia (ALL, the most common form of childhood leukemia) has improved from an appalling 4% to over 80%! Gleevec, developed with LLS funding, is an effective cure for chronic mylogenous leukemia. I can’t help but wonder what something like Gleevec would have done for my brother, John, who lost his nine-year battle against Hodgkin’s disease shortly after his 30th birthday in 1997. The 20 percent statistic of those who don’t beat their disease indicates that our job is not yet done.

It is for John, and for my team honorees John Smith and Jane Smith that I will train in honor of this summer. John is a father and a husband and quickly became my friend as he was also a teammate last summer. Jane is a high school student here in Danville and is on her High School Water Polo Team. Many of you have shared personal stories of loved ones in your life who are also fighting their own battles currently or who have fought in the past. I would welcome the opportunity to wear their names on my honoree bracelet during the race in September. 

I am enthusiastic about the summer team and have been appointed Public Relations Captain for the East Bay Triathlon Team. Our East Bay Triathlon Team will strive to raise over $300,000. You can visit our website this summer and see how much fun we are having swimming in 56-degree water and running and cycling in 90-degree weather! The website is www. TNTSFBAY.com and you can click on the East Bay Tri Team link. I hope you will find it in your heart to contribute to the fight against leukemia and other cancers. All donations are 100 percent tax deductible and 75 percent of each donation goes directly to research and patient services. I am enclosing a sponsorship form along which includes my return address. Kindly return the form to my by July 1, 2002. You can make a difference in someone’s life.

May you realize success in your own endeavors, and may we all go the distance. Thank you for your generous support.

Go Team!

Jane
www.TNTSFBAY.com
