What do you have in common with these people?
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                     Bobby   
                                          Mary Kay Oakes          Adam & Magenta Burger
Just like you and me, they were all perfectly healthy people
UNTIL

They were all surprised to learn that they had developed leukemia, a severe blood cancer that can affect anyone without warning.

In 2003, I’ve teamed up with The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society to complete an endurance event – a half Ironman Triathlon.

A 1.2-mile swim, 56-mile bike ride, and a half marathon, back-to-back, on May 8th
Overcoming leukemia is an endurance event. It takes years to beat this cancer and it can affect anyone.  There are no pre-existing conditions or behaviors that trigger the disease.

It can affect people of any age with any background and in any physical condition.

I am completing this event in honor of Bobby and Adam and in memory of Roger.

1. Bobby is 10 years old, athletic, lives in Dunwoody Georgia, and is diagnosed with a type of children’s Leukemia that has an 80% chance of survival (up from 4% in the ‘60s due largely to research funded by the Society).

2. Roger was born in Atlanta and at 39 years old, he was an accomplished executive, father of 2 twin girls and an adopted child from China, a husband to Mary Kay, and a fantastic tennis player and golfer.  Unfortunately, the type of Leukemia he contracted only had a 25% survival rate (AML) and Roger passed away within 6 months of diagnosis.  He fought to the very end with 3 very risky procedures to teach his children never to give up (stem-cell transplant, induction, & re-induction).

3. Adam is 24 years old and has a 4-year-old daughter named Magenta.  As an adult, he has been diagnosed with the same type of children’s Leukemia as Bobby – however, Adam’s survival rates are unfortunately lower than Bobby’s since he’s already been in and out of remission.  He’s currently in treatment at Hershey Medical Center in Pennsylvania. 

I’ve committed to raising $3,000 in three months to benefit LLS.

What are some of the ways the money will be utilized?

1. Families who are battling blood cancers are given a stipend to help pay for medical expenses, insurance co-pays, room and board away from home during treatment, transportation and more.

2. For research to improve the treatment, drugs, and survival rates of all blood cancers. The ones named above are just two of hundreds of diseases the society is committed to.

How much of the money actually benefits the cause?

75% of total expenses in the Society’s audited annual report are spent on the Society’s mission.
Are the donations tax-deductible?

Yes – 100% for you, your business, or your employer.  

It’s not too late for 2010!

How do I donate?

1. By Check: Write to “LLS” and use the enclosed addressed envelope 

2. By Credit Card: Fill out the attached donor form and use the enclosed addressed envelope (Please don’t forget the STAMP!)

3. Call me! [Phone]
4. Email me! [Email]
I’M THRILLED TO ANNOUNCE THAT MY MOM WILL ALSO COMPLETE THIS ½ IRONMAN!  

(I’ll be watching as she whizzes by on her bike)
    Thank you for your support
[Your name]
