Yes, it's that time of the year again! <NAME> is once again training for a long-distance event, a 109-mile cycle century in Tucson, and is fundraising for The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society's Team In Training program at the same time.
 

You may not need to be convinced that you should donate because:
· You have already put aside money in your annual 'Donate to <NAME’S> Craziness' campaign and are ready to spend it 
· ​You meant to donate the last time she asked. . .but didn't. . .ahem. . .you know if I'm talking to you. . 

·  You just think it's a great cause (and really, don't have time to read any more or your wittiness, <NAME>!)
 

So, ready to donate? CLICK HERE <LINK TO YOUR FUNDRAISING PAGE>
 

Need more convincing? Okay. I hear you. Read on, my friend.
 

Convincing reason #1: FUNDRAISING WORKS TO SAVE LIVES
 
Really, it does. 
 

In 1960, the survival rate for children with leukemia was 4%. That means that in a class of 25 kids, only one would survive. Today, that rate is 85%. That means that 22 out of those 25 kids would survive. This is due to all of the research that has been done on this disease. And this research would not be possible without fundraising. Really, ask any scientist or doctor working on cancer research. It's expensive and 99.9% of them are not rich. Smart, but not rich enough to fund their projects. 
 

So, you convinced yet? Want to donate now? CLICK HERE <LINK TO YOUR FUNDRAISING PAGE>
 

Sorry, <NAME>, I need more convincing. . 
 

Convincing reason #2: EVERYONE doesn't SURVIVE
 

I know, I know. I can be such a downer with these headings. . .
 

But really, I can tell you a bunch of success stories about saving lives (one mile at a time. . .), but the truth is that everyone doesn't survive a blood cancer diagnosis. Think of the childhood rate – 85% survive. That's great. But 15% don't. That's horrible. We need to get all survival rates to the 100% mark. This can't be done with wishful thinking. It takes research, which, again, needs funds. 
 

And even as the rates of survival will increase, the treatments need to be tolerable and humane. My dear friend Brenda Donato had leukemia and had to have a bone marrow transplant in 2006. She developed a horrible disease from the transplant and died in April 2007 due to complications from that secondary disease. The ironic thing is that her leukemia was in remission when she died. Research is working to find that elusive cure, but it's also working to make treatments and therapies safer and with less side affects.
 

Really – that had to convince you, right? Can't wait to donate – CLICK HERE <LINK TO YOUR FUNDRAISING PAGE>
 

I'm convinced, but I'm nervous about the economy. . .
 

CONVINCING REASON #3: THIS IS A REALLY GOOD INVESTMENT!
 

I know what's on your mind and on the news. The economy is in the toilet. You have invested the recommended amount into your 401(k) and it's nowhere to be found. Right? I'm right there with you. Want some sound investment advice? Donate to The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society! Really, it's a great investment. You are investing your donation into the lives of those currently battling a blood cancer or those that will get it in the future. You may not know who in your life is going to be the beneficiary of this investment, but believe me - you will one day know someone that benefits from research funded by LLS.
 

A women I know joined TNT a number of years ago to run a marathon before she was 30 . . .if Oprah could do it, so could she! Well, she completed a few marathons, raised a bunch of money for LLS then, and moved on with her life. In 2007, she was diagnosed with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma. Crazy, right? She fundraises for an organization fighting blood cancers, and gets one herself. Now, don't think that by donating you will be susceptible to a blood cancer. That's not what I'm saying. Rather, the investment she put into LLS helped to save her own life a number of years later. 
 

So, the investment you make today will really save lives. Which, honestly, is worth SO much more then 401(k)'s any day!
 

You got me. Where do I make this investment? CLICK HERE <LINK TO YOUR FUNDRAISING PAGE>
 

Okay, still not convinced that my (perhaps small) donation will make a difference. . .
 

CONVINCING REASON #4: EVERY DOLLAR HELPS!
 

I know you don't have a million dollars to donate (and if you do, you keep it real quiet!) But, honestly, every dollar does help. Over the past 20 years, hundreds of thousands of crazy people like me have raised over 900 million dollars by collecting millions of small donations. This money was not raised when some really rich guy died. Nope – it came from ordinary folks like you, who donated amounts like $50 or $26.20 or even $5. Together, we do seem like some really rich dead guy and together, we have raised a load of money that is making major differences in people's lives.
 

Fine, I will go to my library to take out that book that I want to buy and instead, donate that $25 to you. CLICK HERE
 

 

CONVINCING REASON #5: I HAVE TO RESORT TO NAME CALLING
 

If you are still not convinced, I guess I will just assume you are pro-cancer and end my convincing here.
 

Did I hit a nerve with that one? Are you screaming 'I'M NOT PRO-CANCER MONICA!'? Okay, fine, prove it by CLICKING HERE!
 

 

Thanks for letting me convince you today.
Go Team! 
<NAME>
