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Dear Friends and Family,


We are writing you today to send a fond hello, wishes of health and happiness, as well as asking for your support.  Currently, we are training for a 100-mile bike ride on October 5 in Palm Beach, Florida.  We are riding for The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, an organization committed to: raising money for research and patient services, honoring area patients and their families, and finding a CURE for all forms of leukemia, lymphoma and other blood-related illnesses.

As many of you know, on December 17, 1999, our mother/friend was diagnosed with acute myeloid leukemia (AML), and following a stem-cell transplant in July 2001, entered remission.  Unfortunately, after 10 healthy months, Carol is currently searching for a bone-marrow donor match.  

Over these past three years, The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society has consistently been an extremely important organization in our families’ lives.  In addition to contributing both financial and educational assistance, The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society provided emotional support by connecting our families with other patients and their families who had faced the same decisions. 

So, why have we decided to ride a 100-miles in addition to just simply raising the much-needed funds?

Upon arriving in Palm Beach, we will not be alone.  Instead, we will be joined by hundreds of other dedicated “Team-In-Training” cyclists from across the country, all committed to a common mission: “we will use long distance sports as a symbol of endurance and hope.”

Therefore, today we are asking for your financial support.  In order to accomplish our goal, we need to raise $6400 by September 1.  And for those skeptics, do not worry, over 75% of your donation goes directly to patient services and research.


Past research, made possible through individual contributions, has led to great strides in the fight against leukemia, lymphoma and other blood-related illnesses.  For example, in just the last few years, researchers at Novartis created a drug called Gleevac, which is currently being used as a cure for chronic myeloid leukemia (CML).  

Unfortunately, much more help is needed since of the estimated 107,000 individuals diagnosed with leukemia and lymphoma each year 60,000 do not survive.  It is for these 60,000 fathers, mothers, children, and friends who will benefit from your contribution.  Please send all contributions (cash, check, or charge) along with the enclosed form to us using the self-addressed envelope provided ASAP. Thank you so much for your time and support.  We hope that we can write you soon to let you know that your donation helped create a cure for AML and all other blood-related illnesses.  It means the world to us, and you are truly making a difference! 

In addition to your financial contribution, you can also make a more physical investment by becoming a much-needed member of the National Bone Marrow Registry.  This may be done in three ways: attend a bone marrow drive in your area (call 1-800-462-7764 in NY, 1-800-26-BLOOD in PA, 1-800-228-1496 in NC, and for all other locations call 1-800-MARROW2), request your bone marrow type after 3 platelet “apheresis” donations at the Red Cross, or call one of the numbers listed above to order a blood testing kit.  Remember, unlike donating blood, which is most often used to “sustain” someone’s’ life, donating your bone marrow will help SAVE someone’s life!






Best wishes,

Rich Fox and Kathleen Virkler
P.S.  Please feel free to distribute copies of this letter and form to your companies and friends

A copy of the official registration and financial information of The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free within Pennsylvania 1(800) 732-0999.  Registration does not imply endorsement.

	Erica 

1234 State Street

Mountain View, CA 94043

650-555-5555

yourname@yahoo.com

www.teamintraining.org/personalpages
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Count me in for the following sponsorship level!

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  $35.00
	There is still work to be done! The survival rate for Chronic Myelogenous Leukemia (CML) is 34.9 percent, up from 26 percent in the 1970’s.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  $57.50
	Leukemia, lymphoma and myeloma will cause the deaths of an estimated 57,500 people in the United States this year.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  $85.00
	The Survival Rates for Acute Lymphocytic Leukemia in Children Under 15 Years of Age is 85%.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  $106.00
	An estimated 106,200 people in the United States will be diagnosed with leukemia, lymphoma or myeloma in 2003.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  $158.00
	Every nine minutes, another child or adult is expected to die from leukemia, lymphoma or myeloma. This statistic represents 158 people each day - seven people every hour.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  $358.00
	Since its founding in 1949, the Society has funded more than $358 million in leukemia, lymphoma and myeloma research.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  $500.00
	Just giving you the option. (

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

$_______
	You chose the amount! Whatever you give will make a difference.


______My company will match my donation--paperwork enclosed! (Please check with your HR dept)

Please let me know if there is someone you would like me to train and fundraise in honor of:

_________________________________________________________________________________
If you are unable to contribute financially at this time, think of me during my training and on November 22nd with all sorts of positive thoughts!  Thanks again!!

Should you wish to contribute, please return this form to me at the address above. Please return this by September 26th (donations will be accepted later, of course!).  You can also donate by going online to www.teamintraining.org/personalpages and searching for me by name!

Name:_____________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: _____________________________________________________________

E-mail (for updates from me): __________________________________________________

Checks may be made payable to The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.  If you would like to pay with American Express, Visa or MasterCard (circle one), please complete the following:

Credit Card Number ____________________________________ Expiration Date _________

Name as it appears on the card ________________________________________________

To DONATE ON-LINE and check out my TNT web page go to 

www.teamintraining.org/PersonalPages and search for me by name!
THANK YOU!
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